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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 209518 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652-GDS 
TAGS: XF 

SUBJECT: ARAB-ISRAELI POW RELEASES 

1. FOR YOUR INFORMATION. DURING MOSCOW TALKS SECRETARY 
RAISED WITH SOVIETS IMPORTANCE OF EARLY AND TOTAL EX- 
CHANGE OF POWS BETWEEN ISRAEL AND ARAB STATES. WHILE 
NOT INCLUDED IN U.S.-SOVIET SPONSORED SECURITY COUNCIL 
RESOLUTION, WE AND SOVIETS AGREED TO USE OUR INFLUENCE 
AS MATTERS OF FIRST PRIORITY TO ENCOURAGE EARLY ( E.G., 

WITHIN 72 HOURS) AND COMPLETE POW EXCHANGE. 

2. DURING TALKS IN ISRAEL ON ROUTE BACK FROM MOSCOW, IT 
WAS APPARENT THAT ISRAELIS ATTACH HIGHEST IMPORTANCE TO 
THIS AND THAT PROSPECTS FOR STABILIZING CEASEFIRE AND 
MOVING INTO ARAB-ISRAELI NEGOTIATIONS WILL BE SERIOUSLY 
IMPEDED IF POW EXCHANGE BECOMES A MAJOR ISSUE. ISRAELIS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 209518 

ARE CLEARLY PREPARED FOR EARLY AND COMPLETE EXCHANGE, AND 
BIG QUESTION IS WHETHER SYRIANS AND EGYPTIANS ARE SIMILARLY 
PREPARED. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: YOU SHOULD INFORM GALLOPIN, 
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PRESIDENT OF ICRC EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, OF FOREGOING IN 

STRICTEST CONFIDENCE AND INDICATE USG READINESS TO WORK 
WITH ICRC TO BRING ABOUT EARLY AND COMPLETE POW RE- 
LEASES ON BOTH SIDES. YOU SHOULD TELL ICRC WE WOULD 
APPRECIATE HEARING FROM THEM IF THEY ENCOUNTER 
DIFFICULTIES WITH EITHER SIDE IN RESOLVING THIS ISSUE, 

AS WELL AS ANY INFORMATION ON STEPS UNDERWAY RE POW 
RELEASES. HAS EITHER SIDE YET TAKEN ANY STEPS WITH 
ICRC TO GET POW RELEASES GOING? KISSINGER 
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« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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